Reporting and Writing About Development in the World – detailed information
What you will learn in this course
· What international development is.

· People, organizations and databases that can help you prepare well written and well researched articles on the topic.

· Improved techniques of interviewing.

· Ethics of coverage and the importance of avoiding stereotypes.

· How to produce reports for multimedia and mobile platforms.

· Capstone project. Each participant will produce a report, blog or website on international development that gives citizens of his or her home country or region relevant information on the topic.

The Course Sections
Introduction
In general, international development assistance focuses on helping people to help themselves, but it can also include emergency aid. Countries and organizations give money, material and technical aid to other countries for idealistic and practical reasons:
Humanitarian
Donor countries and organizations deliver goods and services that will allow people to satisfy basic human needs and ease suffering.

They help create self-sustaining industries, jobs and economic opportunity.

 They educate people to introduce productive new technologies and practices in their countries.
They help people live with dignity and freedom from oppression.
Political
Donor countries seek influence with recipient countries to protect shared interests such as transportation (canals, ports, roads), trade and defense.
Donor countries seek to reduce undesired immigration by creating economic opportunities in recipient countries.
 Aid programs offer donor countries a form of insurance against political and economic instability.
Aid programs often attempt to reduce the impact of war, poverty, disease and even natural disasters, such as those that result from earthquakes, floods or deforestation.
Economic
Donor countries sometimes exchange aid for access to natural resources of recipient countries, such as oil, water, minerals, lumber, fisheries and agricultural products.
Trading blocs of donor countries sometimes seek to reduce influence of rival countries or trading blocs from competing regions.
Recipient countries can be buyers of donor country products.
Non-governmental organizations
Thousands of non-state actors or non-governmental organizations are active in recipient countries and have their own agendas in a variety of categories: health, education, environment, democracy, agriculture, water, deforestation -- the list is long.
Your challenge and opportunity: 

Covering international development represents a great challenge for a journalist. Every story has multiple threads of culture, politics and economics and includes a multitude of actors with interests that are often in conflict. At the same time, this complexity offers you a great opportunity to report on issues that have affect nations and people.
This course will give you some navigational tools to find your way in a complex world.
How the course will be organized?

6 Study Modules run every two weeks, which feature a Live Lecture done by Poynter trainers, on the weeks in between will feature Live Chat with Poynter trainers.

The training modules are broken down into the following Journalistic Categories--within those categories the themes (sent earlier, political/economic/NGOs/humanitarian etc.) of Reporting Development are featured prominently:

Module 1: Statistics

Module 2: Stakeholders

Module 3: Story Ideas - the "Pitch"

Module 4: Ethics/Journalistic professionalism

Module 5: Story Organization and Structure

Module 6: Working Across Platforms (multi-media)

Each module features a Dashboard with 4 Components that students are responsible for participating in for every

module:

1. Independent Study (reading, research etc.)

2. Weekly Live Lecture

3. Study Group Work (homework, writing etc.)

4. Weekly Live Chat (students big chance to ask questions and network with the other students.)

*A "Capstone" project (i.e. an actual Development story will be produced as output) is integrated into the course. By Module 2 students should have a good idea what they want to write about. Within Modules 4, 5, 6 students will be coached on their story output project by trainers.

*Approximately at the time of Module 4, lead Poynter trainer, Bill Mitchell, will be in the V4 region for the Face-to-Face mentoring/coaching/assessment sessions.

 

 
